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New concrete system ... inventor Paul Blazevic says PanelForm is easy to assemble 

Inventor's plastic
 
idea in top form
 

by Shannon Willoughby 
business reporter 

IF you saw Paul Blazevic on 
the telly last week, you don't 
need to be told he's passionate 
about panels. 

The third-generation builder, 
who was once a frontman for 
a touring rock band, made 
his TV debut on the ABC's 
New Inventors. 

His invention, PanelForm, a 
permanent formwork that can be 
made of recycled plastic, was the 
show favourite, taking both 
the top prize and the people's 
choice award. 

Mr Blazevic, who lives on the 
Coast's northern suburbs and 
has a factory at Yatala, said the 
product was inspired, researched 
and designed from personal 
experiences. 

The Croatian-born inventor, 
who moved to Australia in the 
1970s, watched his father build his 
family's first home from stone. 

He said the children helped 
build the second. 

"My family's early experiences 
in Australia inspired me and I 
wanted to create a system that 

would make housin,g much 
cheaper," he said. 

He said PanelForm could be 
used internally, externally, on the 
floor, as a ceiling, in pools and as a 
retaining wall. 

The Master Builders Associ­
ation winner, who took home a 
prize for Excellence in Housing in 
NSW in 1999, said the interlock­
ing panels, which are filled with 
concrete, could change the face 
of building. 

• They are easy to 
assemble, cheap and 

better for the 
environment than many 

other products ~ 

"They are easy to assemble, 
cheap and better for the environ­
ment than many ofthe other prod­
ucts available now," he said. 

He said the sections were 
reinforced with steel rods, either 
vertically or horizontally or both. 
Two bars could be offset next to 
each other for maximum strength. 

"They are structurally stronger 
than ordinary thicker concrete 

walls, and can be put together by a 
child," he said. 

"PanelForm clicks together 
front to back to form a piece of 
wall, as well as in rows to make the 
length of wall. 

"Each single piece of panel 
form is dotted with many 'progs' 
that overlap when two pieces are 
clicked together. 

"The PanelForm tongue-and­
groove locking system works in 
any number of directions." 

Mr Blazevic said PanelForm 
would not bend, buckle or explode 
under the weight of the concrete. 

"The concrete will slowly cook 
and cure over three days, resulting 
in a wall with a greater strength, 
especially in conjunction with the 
steel reinforcing bars," he said. 

"And because the concrete is 
not exposed to the atmosphere, 
the concrete is not prone to 
concrete cancer." 

He said PanelForm would cost 
up to 70 per cent less than conven­
tional methods, and could help the 
alleviate skilled labour shortage. 

"It is so easy to use. Even the 
kids or retirees could use it. It 
would also be good for developing 
communities." 


